BIO – Jay Shanle, Executive Director for Downtown Springfield, Inc. 

Jay Shanle serves as the Executive Director of Downtown Springfield, Inc. (DSI), leading the organization’s mission to strengthen Springfield’s historic core through arts‑driven revitalization, resident‑focused initiatives, and strategic implementation of the Midland Medical District & Downtown Master Plan. With a background in public‑facing communications, civic planning, and cultural programming, Jay has helped position DSI as a catalyst for downtown growth, expanding partnerships, elevating local businesses, and championing placemaking projects that make Springfield a more vibrant, walkable, and welcoming community.

Under Jay’s leadership, DSI has deepened its role as a convener for downtown stakeholders, advanced major master‑plan action items, and expanded cultural offerings including the Levitt AMP Springfield Music Series, where Jay also serves as Program Director. His work emphasizes family‑friendly arts, inclusive public spaces, and sustainable long‑term revitalization that puts residents at the center of downtown’s future.
